EASTON ROYAL PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on 12th February 2008 
In the Village Hall

PRESENT:
M de Pass, R Choules, G Cooper, C Elliott, M Holden, P Martin, G Webb,     R S Hall (WCC Councillor) and J. Percy Caldwell (KDC)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Mark Fiander Lewis (COMMUNITY BEAT MANAGER PEWSEY POLICE)
MINUTES:
The Minutes of the meeting held on   20th November 2007 having been circulated, were approved and signed

CLERK’S REPORT ON ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING TOGETHER WITH CORRESPONDENCE:

· Esther Daly (Footpaths Officer WCC) visited the parish and walked the footpaths to inspect the styles, which needed attention (as indicated from a survey done by P Martin). New styles (where required) will be erected within the next three weeks and also steps up to the style on the Ram Alley Road. Further repairs will be assessed in due course. In the spring of 2009 a work party will improve the Bridleway from the Bruce Arms south to Milton Hill – in particular the trimming back of trees.
· A request has been received from the ‘Young Villagers’ for a bus shelter on the Northern side of the B3087. This request has been passed to Wiltshire Highways

· A request has been received about reducing the speed limit close to the school. Wiltshire Highways are undertaking a review of all speed restrictions both urban and rural in line with Government policy. Parish will have an opportunity to provide their views in due course.
· Playground Safety Report has indicated a number of items to be reviewed and action to be taken, P Martin and R Choules will undertake these.

· Having provided a gate to the Recreation Ground there is a need for a side gate to allow access, when the main gate is locked, for push chairs. This will be considered when the disabled access to the Village Hall is completed. There are funds from within reserves to cover this.

· Parish Steward has reported the ‘loose gravel’ on the roadside on the exit to the village and Highways will provide Traffic Management to allow this to be cleared.

· Bawden Contractors have submitted a price of £78.49 per cut for mowing the Recreation Ground and verges etc for this season. This price will include about 4 cuts for the Drang.

· Entry forms have been received for ‘The Best Kept Village competition.

REPORT FROM JAMES PERCY CALDWELL (KDC)

· The Act, which confirms that WCC will convert to a Unitary Authority, has been passed

· Council Tax – no decision has been made yet on the rise that will take place

· It has been confirmed that many services will be amalgamated but the exact nature is still unclear.

· During the transition period it is believed that many services, now provided by Kennet, will deteriorate.

· Grants are available for small items such as the gate to the Recreation Ground.

REPORT FROM ROBERT HALL (WCC COUNCILLOR)

· The Council Tax will increase by 4.8% but this may be capped

· The Order for the formation of the Unitary Authority has been passed and it will go through the House of Lords by the end of the week, allowing for implementation thereafter.

· This allows the Boundary Commission to rearrange Divisions within the county with the target population per division of 3,600. 
· The appeal against Unitary status by Shrewsbury and Congleton has failed but leave to appeal to the Court of Appeal has been granted. The three judges are considering the verdict.

REPORT FROM MARK FIANDER LEWIS (COMMUNITY BEAT MANAGER PEWSEY POLICE)
· Although unable to attend the meeting PC Lewis is keen to remain in close contact with the Parish Council and would very much like to meet with any Parish Councillor to discuss issues that may arise from the meeting.
· Problems with trail bikes using Bridleways are being addressed, as witness the two teams in two 4 x 4 vehicles, over the recent weekends, together with members of Wootton Rivers and Milton Lilbourne Parish Council, patrolling the bridleways in the area. Unfortunately no-one was apprehended this time but further patrols will take place.
· Easton Royal is now one of the Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team’s current priorities for high visibility patrolling. PCSO Nash and PC Fiander Lewis intend to be seen on foot, as well as mobile patrol in the village in the coming months. Speed checks are also being planned for the near future in the village.

· There are no serious crime issue to relay to the Council concerning Easton Royal

PLANNING:
Existing Applications outcomes                   None
New Applications since last meeting 



K/57683/LBC Lower Farm


Approved with conditions


K/57948/F Grey Gables


No objection raised
FINANCE:
C Elliott proposed, M Holden seconded, and the following payments approved:

H D T Helps
400.00

The Council resolved that, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, it should incur expenditure of £25 in each of the three following applications, which in the Council’s opinion, are in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in the manner commensurate with the Expenditure.

Victim Support Wiltshire
25.00

St John Ambulance
25.00

Kennet CAB
25.00

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 


P Martin was thanked for his work on surveying the footpath styles in the Parish.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 6th May 2008 at 1930, followed by the Parish Council meeting.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 2110[image: image1.png]
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